Perry-Lecompton High School


Journalism Syllabus

	Instructor
	Carolyn Kaberline
	E-mail
	ckaberli@usd343.org


Contact Hours

7:45 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. M-F, 8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays
Course Description:

This class is designed to produce a traditional school yearbook and an online school newspaper.  Staff members are responsible for writing, editing, layout, photography, and all fundraising needed for these publications. Fundamentals of yearbook and newspaper production and use of InDesign or a similar desktop publishing program will be covered during the first quarter; work on both publications will continue throughout the year.
Text(s):

None
Grading Scale:

USD 343 Grading Scale

A+ 
(100% & above)
B- 
(80%-82%)

A   
(93%-99%)
C+ 
(77%-79%)

A-  
(90%-92%)
C 
(73%-76%)

B+
(87%-89%)
C-
(70%-72%)

B
(83%-86%)
D+
(67%-69%)

D 
(63%-66%)
F
(59% & below)

D-
(60%-62%)


INC:  Student has not completed all the given requirements at this time.

Assignments missed while absent will be recorded with the symbol “Ab” and not count toward their grade.  

Students have a minimum of 2 days for each day absent to submit missed work for credit.  

Should a student become ineligible they are guaranteed the opportunity in each class to raise their grade to become eligible in the following week.
Student Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated on the quality of their stories as well as the pages they design, photos they take and participation in all class activities. They will also be graded on their ability to meet publication deadlines.
Requirements:

Students are responsible for taking part in all class activities from theme selection for the yearbook to taking photos to writing copy and completing their assigned work in a timely manner. Writing materials should be brought to class each session; students are responsible for proper care and maintenance of all journalism equipment. 
Projects:

Production of the school yearbook and a school newspaper are the only projects for this class.
Behavior Plan:

Students are expected to follow the two “R” plan: Respect for themselves and others and demonstration of responsibility. The PLHS Handbook will be followed for all discipline issues.
Rewards / Extra Credit:

There is no extra credit for this class.

Course Outline:

Yearbook

Fall Semester
Theme selection

Basic yearbook production techniques will be covered

Camera basics will be discussed.
Work on the yearbook will begin; most fundraising will take place this semester.
Spring Semester
Work on the yearbook will continue. 
Indexing the finished book and final submissions to the publisher will occur.

Newspaper

Fall Semester
Discussion of what makes the news and overview of story types will be presented.

Basic newspaper production techniques will be covered

Camera basics will be discussed.

Work on the newspaper will begin with an issue to be produced at approximately three week   

         intervals.

Spring Semester

Production of a school newspaper will continue.

State Standards:

Reading Standards: 1. The student will read and comprehend texts across the curriculum.


        2. The student will respond to a variety of texts. Persuasive texts will


             receive extra attention.

Writing Standards:  1. The student will write effectively for a variety of audiences, purposes and 




contexts.



        2. The student will apply reading and writing skills to demonstrate learning.
